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Mike Cadden

Baseball has started up again, which means that we're in the home stretch in
preparation for the annual conference—this year in Roanoke, VA, where we will
spend the first weekend of summer. The Board meets on the day after the summer
solstice; all that daylight late in the evening may trick us into thinking that we haven't
spent the day in a meeting. Amanda Cockrell and her crew are looking forward to our
arrival, and it will be good to see you all again at our annual collective embrace of
children‘s literature scholars and critics. As we do every year, we‘ll arrive with a sigh
after leaving spring term behind, have a drink with friends both old and new, listen to
some very smart papers, celebrate the accomplishments of our colleagues, and leave
Hollins full of ideas for our own research and for course plans—though not quite
ready to start classes again.
The Association has been busy since the last newsletter, which is what you expect in
return for all that dues money that you pay, right? Fair enough. Jackie Horne‘s publicity
committee has been at work on our website revision, which looks really good. We can
expect publicity to be a major recipient of ChLA funds as they work on spreading the
word on the work of many other committees. For instance, Fern Kory‘s Edited Book
Award Committee has managed to get through the lists and have an inaugural winner
less than a year after their formation. Linnea Hendrickson‘s Phoenix Picture Book
Award committee is setting up shop, and they hope that our first winner will be
recognized at next year‘s conference.
I have been looking at the websites of other organizations roughly our size, and it's
amazing what we do with a little over 700 individual members. Consider that fully 15%
of our membership is involved in a substantial way in the operation of our Association.
That's really astounding. I sometimes look at our list of committees and wonder, do
we need it all? You think so, as evidenced by the way you volunteer to serve. Thanks
to Michelle Martin for taking those volunteers and putting together a great slate of
candidates for our most recent election—an election with a record number voting.
All I can say is that I‘m grateful that you all don‘t get enough love and validation at
either home or office and seek it with us. We promise to remain cheaper and more
fun than therapy.
Finally, I want to thank Jennie Miskec and Tammy Mielke for concluding their
super-sized term as Newsletter Editors. It‘s never looked better, and they have been
very generous in offering to work with our new editors, Cathlena Martin and Ramona
Caponegro.
See you in the Commonwealth!

Revolt, Rebellion, Protest:
Change and Insurrection in Children’s Literature
June 23-25, 2011
of NorthVirginia
Carolina at Charlotte
Hollins UniversityUniversity
— Roanoke,
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38th Annual Children’s Literature Association Conference
Revolt, Rebellion, Protest:
Change and Insurrection in
Children’s Literature
Hollins University — Roanoke, Virginia
Revolution, upheaval, protest, and cultural change have swept over the world in
repeating cycles since civilization began. Literature for children has encouraged
those changes or deplored them, but always recorded them in its pages. So from
June 23-25, 2011, at the 38th Annual Children‘s Literature Association
Conference, we will look at the way and speed at which our world is changing
through the lens of children‘s literature. We will consider how children‘s literature
and characters in children‘s literature, in all media from books to video games,
institute change, transgress the norm, protest the status quo or seek to protect it.

www.hollins.edu/chla2011

Featured Speakers
2011 Francelia Butler Lecture:
Julia Mickenberg and Philip Nel
Co-editors of Tales for Little Rebels:
A Collection of Radical Children’s Literature

Ellen Kushner and
Delia Sherman,

Phoenix Award Winner
Virginia Euwer Wolff

co-authors of
The Fall of the Kings

Goodnight…Hush
An exhibit of the work of three contemporary
illustrators, Thacher Hurd, Ruth Sanderson and Ashley
Wolff, at the Eleanor D. Wilson Museum at Hollins. The
show will also include the original illustrations for Margaret
Wise Brown‘s The Runaway Bunny by Thacher Hurd‘s father,
Clement Hurd, and works by contemporaries of Clement
Hurd. Thacher Hurd will give a lecture on Saturday.

Additional Conference Events:
Wednesday evening - Building a Career in Children‘s Literature Panel and Presentation Workshop
Thursday evening - Library of the Early Mind documentary screening and panel
Friday evening - Readers‘ Theater with Bruce Coville, Carmen Viviano-Crafts, Alexandria LaFaye,
and David Witanowski
Sunday morning - Syllabus Exchange
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39th Annual Children's Literature Association
Conference

Literary
Slipstreams

June 14 –16,
2012
Simmons College
Boston, Massachusetts

The 39th Annual Children‘s Literature Association Conference will consider a multiplicity of interpretations of
―Literary Slipstreams,‖ a theme thriving in the present but involved with waking the past. As we enter the second
decade of the 21st century, this theme invites participants to think about literature for children and young adults as a
literature both of and in transition. Where has the field been? Where is it going? What are the patterns of critical
inquiry in the field? How can Bruce Sterling‘s use of the term slipstream to mean a ―fiction of strangeness‖ and ―a parody
of mainstream‖ be applied to our understanding of children‘s and young adult literature?
We suggest the topics below but, in the true spirit of slipstream, we welcome other paper and panel topics suggested
by the conference theme.
We also welcome papers on the work of
Revisions, re-versions, and retellings
Karen
Hesse, winner of the 2012 Phoenix
Adaptations
Award for Letters from Rifka.
Prequels and sequels
Genre boundaries, genre bending, and
genre crossings
Literary heirs and ancestors
Slipstreams of time and time travel
Scholarly authorship as slipstream
Fan fiction
Narrative playfulness
Changing the historical record
Literary conventions
Parodies
Hybridity (in all forms and contexts)
Irreverence in children‘s literature
Inscriptions and re-inscriptions
The submission window for 300-500 word
Machinima
paper proposals will be open between
Multimedia projects
October 15, 2011 and January 15, 2012.
Books as moving objects
Watch upcoming Newsletters for more
Emerging scholars and scholarship

information!
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MLA 2010 Review: Summary of ChLA Sponsored Panels
The following reviews were submitted by the panel
chairs: Joe Sutliff Sanders, Kansas State University, ―A
Century of The Secret Garden‖; and Jackie Stallcup,
California State University-Northridge and Michelle
Pagni Stewart, Mt. San Jacinto College, ―Visions of the
West: California in Ethnic Adolescent Literature.‖
―A Century of The Secret Garden‖ featured four strong papers.
Chamutal Noimann, of the Borough of Manhattan Community
College, presented ―The Psychology of Belonging: Ownership
and Liberty in The Secret Garden,‖ arguing that ownership is
central to the novel and tied to Burnett‘s conception of
personal liberty and freedom. At the same time, the paper
explained, Burnett highlights the implications of the absence of
ownership. The paper then used these insights to illuminate the
novel‘s treatment of family, gender, and imperialism. June S.
Cummins, of San Diego State University, presented ―Burnett,
Brontë, and Britain.‖ This paper noted that although several
critics have attempted to draw similarities between Jane Eyre‘s
Bertha and The Secret Garden‘s Colin, the two characters serve
different functions in their respective novels. Further, although
both are tortured, even crazed individuals, their narrative
trajectories are vastly different. Katharine Slater, of the
University of California at San Diego, presented ―‗Tha‘ Mun
Talk a Bit o‘ Yorkshire‘: Region and Dialect in The Secret
Garden,‖ reading The Secret Garden from within the tradition of
nineteenth-century American regionalist literature. The novel
simultaneously destabilizes and reinforces the hegemony of the
nation, Slater argued, by promoting Yorkshire‘s ―queerness‖ as
a British-based alternative to the undesirable foreign. Martha
Stoddard Holmes, of California State University at San Marcos,
presented ―Cripp(l)ing Colin: Disability in The Secret Garden.‖
This paper explained how two popular film versions of The
Secret Garden reiterate rather than problematize Burnett‘s
rendering of disability as a question of personal and social
psychology. The 1949 production, for example, gives Colin‘s
illness immediacy through visual allusions to polio prevention
culture. In contrast, the 1993 film uses period props to distance
disability as a Victorian curiosity.

As MLA returned to Los Angeles after many years, ―Visions
of the West‖ considered how conceptions of California are
generated and explored some of the (mis)perceptions of
California in children‘s and adolescent literature.
Katharine Slater started off the panel by analyzing the
intriguing place the state of California occupies in the shifting
systems of American literary regionalism in her paper, ―Out of
Place: Mexican Whiteboy and the California Regional Child.‖
Adolescent literature, she argues, has a particular resonance
with regionalism‘s subversive project; the signifying child
attempts to define the complex borders of the environment
(physical and/or psychic) in which she lives. Her reading of Matt
de la Peña‘s young adult novel, Mexican Whiteboy, examines the
ways in which the text refuses wistfulness and mourning for a
(real or imagined) lost innocence in its problematizing of
identity, speech, and regionalism. The novel ultimately operates
within a discourse of dislocation and estrangement suited to the
shifting nature of the San Diego-Tijuana metropole, suggesting
that reading the volatility of adolescence alongside the volatility
of the border region illuminates the extent to which both
categories lack definitional distinction.
Then, in ―Reconstruction of History in Yoshiko Uchida‘s
Samurai of Gold Hill,‖ Junko Yokota offered a critical reading of
Samurai of Gold Hill (1972), written by a second-generation
(Nisei) Japanese-American novelist, Yoshiko Uchida. This
historical novels deals with the first Japanese immigrants to the
United States, who founded the ill-fated Wakamatsu Colony at
Gold Hill, California, in 1869, two years after the end of the
Edo era and the Meiji restoration. In this novel, a katana (a
Japanese samurai sword) plays a significant role as a symbol of
masculinity. It expresses both manliness and ruling status
because only samurai, who had constituted the ruling class of
the social hierarchy, had been allowed to wear these swords in
the Edo era. The sword intricately connects a samurai‘s
masculinity with his national identity, while creating a dichotomy
between winners and losers. Yokota analyzed how samurai
swords are treated in this novel and how the protagonist, a
12-year-old samurai boy, must deconstruct the dichotomy and
seek his new masculine identity through his cross-cultural
experiences in California.

Session Call MLA - January 3-6, 2013, Boston
Each year, the Children‘s Literature Association is guaranteed one session at the MLA and can submit proposals for up
to two more.* If you would like to propose a session topic, by June 17th please send the ChLA/MLA Liaison (Philip
Nel: philnel@ksu.edu): (1) a short description of your proposal idea, and, if relevant, (2) the name of an other MLAaffiliated entity (allied organization, division, or discussion group) you plan to seek as a co-sponsor. The ChLA Board
will examine the proposals and select the top three (one guaranteed, plus two additional**) for submission to the 2013
MLA Convention.
*If ChLA chooses to submit two additional sessions, one of those sessions must be a collaborative session with another entity
(division, discussion group, allied organization, etc.).
• MLA divisions: <http://www.mla.org/danddg>
• MLA allied and affiliate divisions: <http://www.mla.org/orginfo_directory>
• MLA discussion groups: <http://www.mla.org/discussion_groups>
**The proposals for the two additional sessions are not guaranteed and will be reviewed by the MLA Program Committee. Please
see the Procedures for Organizing Meetings on the MLA Web site (http://mla.org/conv_procedures) for further details.
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ChLA
In recognition of scholarship and service which have made
lasting contributions to the field of children’s literature

The Children’s Literature Association
Anne Devereaux Jordan Award
is presented to

J.D. Stahl
Teacher, Scholar, and Mentor
Throughout his life, J.D. Stahl shared his love for children's literature with his family, friends, students,
colleagues, and acquaintances. An award-winning teacher, he developed the children's literature program at
Virginia Tech from a single undergraduate survey course into a well-rounded undergraduate and graduate
program, and he contributed similarly to the development of the Master of Arts program in children's literature at
Hollins University. Viewing himself as an ambassador for children's literature, he shared his passion and
expertise with the wider community.
J.D. was recognized for his work on Mark Twain, his commitment to cross-cultural children's literature, and his
work in translating and analyzing European children's literature. Among his many essays, ―The Imaginative Uses of
Secrecy‖ and "Mark Twain's 'Slovenly Peter' in the Context of Twain and German Culture" have been particularly
influential. Editor of a special issue of The Lion and the Unicorn on European children's literature theory and a special
issue of Children's Literature Association Quarterly on cross-culturalism, he co-edited Crosscurrents of Children’s
Literature, a text that is used in both undergraduate and graduate courses around the world.
A member of numerous ChLA committees, Webmaster, Board member, and in 2001-2002, President, J.D. was
instrumental in establishing the Association's relationship with the Johns Hopkins University Press. Through his
teaching, scholarship, service, and outreach, he embodied the mission of this organization to ―encourage high
standards of criticism, scholarship, research, and teaching in children‘s literature.‖
An influential, respected, and beloved figure in the children's literature community, J. D. Stahl served students,
scholars, and the Children's Literature Association throughout his all-too-brief career. We are enlightened by his
scholarship and inspired by his commitment to service. His kind, gentle spirit will endure in our hearts and
memories.
CFP: Sexualities and Children’s Cultures
A Special Issue of Children’s Literature Association Quarterly
To both extend and challenge contemporary discourses regarding sexualities and children‘s cultures, this special issue
of ChLAQ is devoted to considerations of queerness and sexualities in children‘s and young adult literature, media, and
culture. Co-editors Thomas Crisp and Lance Weldy invite papers that address any aspect of these ongoing
conversations, including (but not limited to):
The sexual(ized) and/or queer child in literature, media (i.e., film, television, technology), and toy culture
Borders and boundaries: the adult and the [sexualized] child (i.e., point-of-view and implied readership/
viewership; constructing childhood/adulthood; adult portrayals of [sexualized] children; adult media about
children; voyeurism and adult creation/consumption of media depicting underage sexuality; depicting adults as
children or children as adults; pedophilia/hebephilia; child-loving/child-hating)
Constructions and representations of gender, sexualities, and/or identities (i.e., essentialism/fluidity of identity
categories; coming-of-age and rites of passage; [hetero]normativity and deviancy)
Morality, politics, and the policing of sexuality (i.e., the age of consent, pre-marital sex, teen pregnancy)
Papers should conform to the usual style of ChLAQ and be between 5000-7000 words in length. Please submit
completed essays to Thomas Crisp (tcrisp@sar.usf.edu) by 1 November 2011. The selected articles will appear in
ChLAQ 37.3, Fall 2012.
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Results of the 2011
ChLA Election of Officers,
Board and
Committee Members
Vice-President/ President Elect
Claudia Nelson
Executive Board
Richard Flynn, Kara Keeling, Teya Rosenberg
Article Award Committee
Jennifer Marchant, Tammy Mielke, Sharon Scapple
Book Award Committee
Jean Stevenson, Ian Wojcik-Andrews
Diversity Committee
Andrea Mei-Ying Wu
Edited Book Award Committee
Scott Pollard, Annette Wannamaker
Grants Committee
Phillip Serrato, Lee Talley
International Committee
Lara Saguisag, Vivian Yenika-Agbaw
Phoenix Award Committee
Lois Rauch Gibson, A. Waller Hastings
Phoenix Award Committee for Picture Books
Karen Coats
Astrid Lindgren Award Nominees
Eric Carle (USA), Terry Pratchett (England)

Faculty Research Grants
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Anne Devereaux
Jordan Award - Call for
Nominations
The Anne Devereaux Jordan Award is intended
to honor the lifetime achievement of an
individual whose scholarship and service have
had a significant impact on the field of children‘s
literature scholarship. The award is not
restricted to ChLA members or to those whose
work has benefited the Association specifically.
The award may be given posthumously.
To nominate someone for the Anne
Devereaux Jordan Award, send a letter that
explains the person‘s accomplishments and
contributions to children‘s literature scholarship
to: Anne Devereaux Jordan Award Committee,
Children‘s Literature Association, P.O. Box 138,
Battle Creek, MI 49016 or by email to Kathy
Kiessling (kkiessling@childlitassn.org).
Nominations must be received no later than
October 1, 2011. Although nominees are
considered annually, there may be years in which
no award is given.
Hannah Beiter
Graduate Student Research Grants
Ph.D. Candidates:
Caterina Balistreri, University of Exeter, United Kingdom
Maureen Gallagher, University of Massachusetts, Amherst
A. Robin Hoffman, University of Pittsburgh
Jennifer Morris, Middle Tennessee State University
Meghan Rosing, Lehigh University
Lara Saguisag, Rutgers University, Camden
Emily Woster, Illinois State University

Nona L. Carter, Assistant Professor,
The University of the South-Sewanee
Project: Tales for Tarô: A Study of Japanese
Children‘s Magazines (1888-1949)
Jane Gangi,
Associate
Professor,Grant Recipients
ChLA
Research
Western Connecticut State University
Project: Children‘s and Young Adult Literature of Genocide Since 1945
Althea Tait, Assistant Professor,
Old Dominion University
Project: Light Rebellions: Colorism within The Crisis‘ Children‘s Beauty Contest
Gwen Tarbox, Associate Professor,
Western Michigan University
Project: Graphic Narratology: Towards a Theory of Gendered Representation and Reader Identification in
Contemporary YA Graphic Novels
Lynne Vallone, Professor,
Rutgers University, Camden
Project: Big and Small: Literary and Cultural Tales of Size and Scale
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The following Association awards will be presented at the 2011 conference awards banquet:
Anne Devereaux Jordan Award
J.D. Stahl (In Memoriam)
Article Award
Winner: Rose Lovell-Smith
―Peter, Potter, Rabbits, Robbers,‖
Papers: Explorations into Children’s Literature 19.1 (2009): 17-29
Honor Article: Brian Attebery
―Elizabeth Enright and the Family Story as Genre,‖
Children’s Literature 37 (2009): 114-36

Book Award

Winner: Marah Gubar
Artful Dodgers: Reconceiving the Golden Age of Children’s Literature,
Oxford University Press, 2009
Honor Book: Anja Mueller
Framing Childhood in Eighteenth-century English Periodicals and Prints, 1689-1789,
Ashgate, 2009

Carol Gay Award

Winner: Melissa Filbeck
―The Big Tease: Richardson's Pamela and Meyer's Twilight as Abstinence Porn‖
(sponsored by Jackie Stallcup, University of California – Northridge)
Honor essay: Beth Feagan
―Repression and Return: The Uncanny in Bloor‘s Books‖
(sponsored by Chris McGee, Longwood University)

Edited Book Award

Winner: Adrienne E. Gavin and Andrew F. Humphries, editors
Childhood in Edwardian Fiction: Worlds Enough and Time,
Houndmills, Basingstoke, Hampshire [England]; Palgrave Macmillan, [New York] 2009

Graduate Student Essay Awards

Ph.D. level award: Pamela Swanigan
―Much the Same on the Other Side: The Boondocks and the Symbolic Frontier‖
(sponsored by Kate Capshaw Smith, University of Connecticut)
Master‘s level award: Sandra Beals
―Look Who‘s Talking: Ideology and Narrative in S.E. Hinton‘s The Outsiders‖
(sponsored by Annette Wannamaker, Eastern Michigan University)
Master‘s level honor essay: Jennifer Taylor
―Christian Tropes in Bridge to Terabithia‖
(sponsored by Amanda Cockrell, Hollins University)

Phoenix Award

Winner: The Mozart Season
(Henry Holt and Company, 1991)
Virginia Euwer Wolff
Honor Book: Stepping on the Cracks
(Clarion/Houghton, 1991)
Mary Downing Hahn
Honor Book: The Striped Ships
(McElderry, 1991)
Eloise McGraw

International
Sponsorship Grant
Distinguished scholar for special focus
panel on Taiwan children‘s literature:
Min-Ling Tsai, Professor, Department of
Early Childhood and Family Education,
National Taipei University of Education

Communicating with ChLA

A Fond Farewell
Tammy: This edition of the Newsletter marks the end of
a seven year project. It‘s a little hard to say goodbye! I‘ve
worked with remarkable colleagues who, as busy as they
are, have willingly offered their skills to the Newsletter. It‘s
always been a tag-team venture and so I‘d like to thank the
two co-editors I have worked with, Maude Hines and
Jennifer Miskec. Together we have brought the Newsletter
through a number of changes and developments and it has
been a pleasure to work with both of you.
Jennie: Twice a year my job was to email various members
and bug them for articles. Sometimes they had months to
finish their assignments, and sometimes they had a week.
And yet I always got the piece. Why? Because ChLA
members are generous people who care about the success
of the ChLA and their role within it. Because they do care
- along with the artistic direction of Tammy Mielke - my
tenure as Newsletter co-editor was a thoroughly positive
experience, and the biannual Newsletters are documents
that I am proud to have been a part of creating.
Tammy and Jennie: We‘d both like to offer our thanks
to Kathy Kiessling, who manages to make everything work.
We hope our capable new co-editors, Ramona Caponegro
and Cathlena Martin, have an experience as remarkable as
ours.
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ChLA Administration: Kathy Kiessling
(kkiessling@childlitassn.org)
ChLA, P.O. Box 138,
Battle Creek, MI 49016-0138
Phone: 269-965-8180, fax: 269-965-3568
On the Internet: www.childlitassn.org
In Print:
ChLA Quarterly Editor: Katharine Capshaw Smith
(chlaq@uconn.edu)
Children's Literature Association Quarterly,
Dept. of English, 215 Glenbrook Road, Unit 4025,
University of Connecticut, Storrs CT 06269-4025
Children’s Literature Editor: Michelle Ann Abate
(child.lit@hollins.edu)
Department of English,
Hollins University, Roanoke, VA 24020
ChLA Newsletter Co-Editors:
Tammy Mielke (tmielke@uncc.edu)
Jennifer Miskec (miskecjm@longwood.edu)

Children‘s Literature Association
P.O. Box 138
Battle Creek, MI 49016-0138
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